This i8 the firat of what I hope will be a serles of columne abot...
stuff. Obwviously, stff as I aee it. I'm not really about reviewing bands,
but as a member of MediaCrime, I'll be looking at things from the per
gpective of an original musician. [ specify original, because, aside from
covera, tributes, weddingg, club dates, ete., being in an original rock band
has ita own singular set of circumstancss.

Thoee of you who are over, say, 25 years of age, may have noticed
that today's climate (and [ don't just mean war & terrorism, okay?) is..
well... not as much fun. It seems that there is an actively functioning
“anti-fun faction” Go back a decade or ao - hell, make it two and Hoglyn,
that's right folks; Roalyr, NY was one of the fun places 10 be. Ask anyone

vho was there about, My Fathers' Place alone not to mention sbout four
or five cther places, moat with live music and (remember ity partying

Admittedly, gas was much cheaper and the *hidden checkpoints in
oaupied Poland® atmogphere on the roads was not ag prevalent., You
were atlll supposed o designate a driver But now, if you're spending a,

veck’'s galary on cable or satellite TV (on TVI?) or several hourse wages
on a8 movie or., well, people end up staying home; a lot. MNot to mention
being shooed outside in all manner of weather if one wants to amoke.

Oh yeah! Let me say it as it applies specifically o hars and night-
clubs, the amoking btan is wrong For nigh on to 2530 years, American
bar & club cwners have dutifully paid taxes and licensing fees on their
establishments. Hstablishments where people went to smoke and drink
{(and see live music, right?). At least two of these pastimes are not too
haglthy. Neither are rughy, bike riding (you could crash), aky diving,
upring sharp implements.. you get the drif. Furthermore, the taxes
levied on liquer, tobacco and gasoline constitute a hefly chunk of the fed-
eral, state and local budget, hmmm.

20 the taxes that the bar & club owners have been paying (and I'll
et they haven't, gone downl) are partly going toward their own oppres-
glon {or eo I've heard some say). It all started when Mayor Bloomberg
“*did” NYC, then Nasgau and Westchester went, then the whole atate. Not,
once were *we the pecple” asked to vote on this issue. There was a lot of



talk about “level playing flelda™ and “polling regulta”

Eelisve it or not, I've actually got a few friends who are.. yup..
Bepublicana (other than that they're great guys). They told me that since
statistice indicated that people were in favor of this there would be no
official, party sanctioned opposition. The same with Dermocrats (yeah,
yeah, they're good guys too - but.).

IMeanwhile, my own observaticns indicated otherwise, MNo one i
gpoke to, eBmoker or non-2moker; was in favor of this legislation. So what
about the stats? A friend of mine in the legal profession [GASF!] cleared
up the confugion, The polla aited were known ag “puash polla” Theae are
aurveya that are carefully worded ao that the respondent is compelled to
reapond in the way the info i gatherer wanta, Reagan sent one over to
me on nuclear power in the 19808, After some recreational mind mel-
lowing, some friends and I drew up our own “push poll” and wrote back
aaying, “if you anawer ourg, then we'll anawer yours,” which he never did,

From the band standpoint, its hard to get the regulars, walk-ina and
punters at the places we used to play in NYC to turn into fans. Becauge
their numbers are decimated by the near prohibitive of going out in the
“new NYC." Oh yeah, don't get a parking ticket and... clean air? in metro
Mew Yorkl?

IT the owner wanta to prohibit an activity, well that’s up to him; ian',
it? I'd rather have a law saying that the band had to step cuteide rather
than half the audience. [t ig understandable with offices, food serving
establishments, movie theatres, etc. Finel But really, a8 clean polite,
smokefres CBGBaY Nahl

If you agree with me, uge that computer and deluge the politicians
with emalls or letters (1 did and at least one reply was pretty funny). 1
you're discuegsing the ides and think I'm wrong, good. At leaat we're dis-
cussing and thinking And votel Let the politicians, local as well as
national know it. Why should ereepy apecial intereat guya have all the
n®
- Later



